You GoT A PROBLEM WITH THAT?

School has been called many ﬂ\ihgs, from a school !aboratorg to 2 factorg. But it is alse a %aﬂ!eground in
which the views and ideas of government, education experts, teachers and students are often in conflict. The
issues are numercus, varying from the representation and respect of ethnic and religicus minorities to
diametrically opposed teaching methodologies, from the right to self-expression and freedom of thought to the
need for order and discipline. You got a problem with that?

Pre - reading
What kind of atmosphere do you think a school should provide! Choose from among the

following expressions or add your own ideas:

creative  relaxed efficient  disciplined  chaotic friendly
repressive  hard-working liberal helpful cooperative stimulating

Reading & Writing
Read the opinions expressed by the teachers and students below. Who speaks about:

issue name

* testing as a teaching aid

e the problem of bullying in schools

e the limitations of the school curriculum

* the need for technological equipment

* wearing a school uniform

e type of food available in school canteen

Marian Temple (art teacher), [,ondon: "We have excellent facilities at our SChool, from state of the art
computer |abs to a Video production studio. Jt's a pity that such equipment is only available in
expensive publiC sChools ahd hot in the state system."

TRyan Norton (¢th form student), zlasgow: "Jt's ahhoying having to wear a boring uhiform to school,
especially the tie. There's hot much room for self expression. Why should T have to |ook the same as
everybody else when ] could be impressing the ladies with my Stussy and Tommy Hilfiger gear?"

Dr. Stephen Brittle (headmaster), Cardiff: "One thing ] do approve of is the Change to regular and
rigorous testing in Britain. Students need to learh self disCipline and they also need to have Clearly
definable goals. It's the only way of getting them to do any work. Fear, as they say, is the great mover."
Aruna Aspara (2nd form student), Birmingham: "It's really hard finding something decent to eat at
lunchtime in our sChool Canteen, especCially if you're a Vegetarianh like me. You're [UCKY if You Cah find
one Vegetable, the rest is all Chips ahd burgers swimming in a sea of grease."

Ben Nugent (6th form student), Dublin: "I come from a Protestant family but sinCe my family moved to
Southerh Ireland T've been going to a mainly Catholic school, where there's a lot Of resentment
because of the Troubles. 1 think most people have acCepted me now but there are Still ohe or two
bullies who make my life a misery."

Alice Coleman (English teacher), Detroit: "Teaching in a SChool where most of the students are Afro-
American ] think ] should devote more time to teaching black wrtiters, whose experience the Kids Can
identify with. But at the same time J've got to prepare them for the SAT'S, where most of the
literature questions refer to white authors."




Speaking

Describe their particular view on each issue.

What do you think about the issues they talk about? Do they apply to your school? Discuss with
your friend.

Reading

Read about 3 students talking about the improvements they would like to make in their school.

LINDA, ¢th form: "One thing 1 hate about sChool is the humber of test they make us do. I'd like to
have more Creative projects, hot just mechanhiCal learning of some set Of useless £acts you're only going
to forget the minute the exam's over. 1 have a pahpal in the States and she says that her Class get to
make Videos, put oh plays and do multimedia presentations for subjects like English and History.
Learning shoud be fun and constructive."

JOGIE, 5th form: "I know this isn't going to make me Very popular but I think that boys and girls
should be split into separate Classes for sCience subjects where there's g strong praCtiCal Component.
Usually what happens in these Classes is that the boys, thinking it's more their thing, take over the
runhing of the experiments while the girls mostly just stand by and watch. T think that this is one of
the reasons a lot of girls don't like SCience or think they Can't do it. If we had our owh space without
this Kind of competitive attitude boys have, always wanhting to control things and show how in contro|
they are, we would be able to apply ourselves more and I'm sure we'd end up with better results than
them."

Writing
Connect each student with his/her ideas: Danny (6th form), Linda (4th form), Josie (5th form)

There should be more creative group projects -

Boys and girls should be split during science classes -

Students should sit in a circle -

oo T

There should be fewer tests -

e. There should be fewer studentsinaclass-

What are the reasons for their suggestions! Do you agree with them?

What would you like to improve about your school?

Speaking
Does your school have rules about timetable, clothing, behaviour in class and so on?
Do you think strict discipline is fundamental at school? Why? Can you think of other ways to

achieve the same results?



DICTIONARY

battleground-bojne polje; issue-tema, problem; numercus-brojni; varying-razliCiti, od do; minerities-manjine;
diametrically opposed-krajnje suprotno; self-expression—oschno izraZavanje; provide-omogquéiti; repressive-
nametnute; teaching aid-nastawna pomaqala; school curriculum—nastawni plan i program; facilities-skolski
objekti; state of the art-najmoderniji; gear-cprema, odjeéa; rigorous—strogi; goa?swﬂjevi; decent-pristejan,
zadovdjavajuéi; 3rease»masnoéa; resentment-zamjeranje; the Troubles—naziv za sukeb izmedu protestanata i
katolika; devote-posvetiti se neCemu; facing-ckrenut; disruption-cmetanje; practical component-praktiCni dic;

to apply-ukljuCiti se; fundamental-bez kojeg se ne moZe; achieve-pestiCi



